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American/Australian violinist Leigh has a career that has taken her across the globe, as 
soloist, in chamber concerts, recitals, and orchestras worldwide. Her performances 
have been celebrated in over 20 countries. Her home is now Australia, where she has 
lived since relocating from London, and since receiving her Australian citizenship.   
 
A student of the legendary virtuoso Josef Gingold, she holds a B Mus (honours) degree 
from Indiana University, as well as a Suzuki Teaching qualification. The US honoured 
her with the prestigious American Federation of Music Prize in New York. 
 
 As a chamber musician and recitalist, Leigh has appeared in the Australian Festival of 
Chamber Music, and festivals including Aspen, Point-Counterpoint and Chautauqua 
(USA), St. Endellion and Classics Live (UK), Klassik Aften, Bergen Festspille, and Oslo 

(Norway), Amsterdam, Vienna, Pollensa (Spain), and Hong Kong.  
 
Leigh was a member of the Hong Kong Philharmonic (1983-87), and started her teaching career on the faculty 
of the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts as Assistant Violin Professor. In Europe she held orchestral 
positions as leader in Amsterdam (1988), and in Norway where, as principal second violin of the Stavanger 
Symphony Orchestra, she was Artistic Director of her own chamber music series, performed as soloist and 
recorded for Norwegian radio from 1988-1991. 
 
Residing in London for 14 years, her Duo gave its debut recital at the International Classics Live Festival. Leigh 
was in the UK's finest chamber and symphony orchestras, including principal second violin of the London 
Chamber Symphony, Assistant Leader of the Midlands Philharmonic, and member of the Academy of London, 
Oxford and European Union Chamber Orchestras.  She was also a chamber musician/soloist at the Endellion 
Festival and Prussia Cove under conductor Richard Hickox.  
 
Leigh ran her own private teaching studio while in London from 1990 - 2003, in addition was head of strings at 
Franciscan School, and appointed violin tutor at the Wimbledon Academy of Arts and Music (2000-2003). She 
was also on the faculty of the Wandsworth Music Academy (London) during this time. 
 
European engagements included performing for Queen Sophia of Spain as Leader of the Pollensa Chamber 
Orchestra, and for King Olaf of Norway with the Bergen Philharmonic, as well as tours with Pavarotti and the 
Oporto Orchestra, Portugal, and with Soprano Kiri te Kanawa.   
 
Leigh was one of the Australian Festival of Chamber Music's performers in 2005, as masterclass teacher and 
chamber music artist, ABC recording artist, and leader of the chamber orchestra. She gave her Australian 
recital debut in 2003, and founded, as Artistic Director, Paradise Concerts international chamber music series. 
In '05 Leigh toured Papua New Guinea, giving a command performance for the Prime Minister at Parliament 
House.  The Queensland Arts Council appointed Leigh as a touring artist. 
 
 For the last 5 years she performed in recital with the internationally acclaimed pianist Pascal Roge, and 
appeared as guest leader and soloist with the Barrier Reef Orchestra under conductor John Hopkins OBE. She 
performed as soloist with Opera Queensland in '06, and toured New Zealand, giving recitals and the world 
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premiere of a Concerto for Violin and Orchestra written for her by composer, Ross Carey. In '07 she was 
soloist at Opera in the Outback, She appeared as soloist/director in the debut of the Paradise Chamber 
Orchestra for Festival Cairns in The Eight Seasons, an innovative programme of her creation, juxtaposing  
Piazzolla and Vivaldi 4 Seasons. She is founder of the Paradise Chamber Orchestra, Cairns' first professional 
orchestra.   
 
 In '07, she was presented a RADF award in recognition of cultural excellence in Cairns. The Paradise Concerts' 
Gala recital of '08 featured Leigh and star pianist Melvyn Tan in performance together, and Leigh was 
appointed guest leader of the Cairns Community Orchestra. In '09, engagements included 2 concerto 
performances in Melbourne, as well as performing a rare Violin Concerto by Mendelssohn. Leigh's 
collaboration with exciting international artists continues at our Centre of Contemporary Arts venue.  Musica 
Viva celebrated pianist, Benjamin Martin and Leigh formed a Duo.  
 
The Series is also proud to now hold concerts in the iconic Art Deco Innisfail Town Hall, and is credited for 
bringing the Hall's Steinway into prominent use. In 2010 Paradise Concerts made its Cooktown debut at the 
Discovery Festival, and Leigh performed for National dignitaries at the opening gala for the Cairns Indigenous 
Art Fair.  
 
Leigh continues to vigorously champion classical music in the Cairns region and also has a thriving studio for 
private tuition of violinists. Two of her students were accepted into the Conservatorium of Music in Brisbane, 
and another former student is a member of the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra while completing her degree 
at the Australian Academy of Music in Sydney.     
 
Her debut at the Centre of Contemporary Arts as Director and soloist in the Four Seasons in September 2011 
was met with critical acclaim and her Paradise Concerts are a regular highlight of Cairns Festivals for the last 
decade.  
 
In 2012 Leigh began a Residency and partnership with the Centre of Contemporary Arts, Cairns, that has 
culminated in a 4-concert series to be held throughout each year as a cornerstone feature of the Centre's 
artistic calendar along with the KickArts modern arts, Jute Theatre Company, and End Credits Film Series, 
together providing a mecca of regular arts offerings to the Cairns' community.   
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